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Lilienthal was born in a small town in Illinois in 1899; ne went to Harvard Law School, and then practiced law in Chicago until 1931, when he became a member of the Wisconsin Public Service Commission. He was only thirty-four when, in 1933, Roosevelt put him on the original TVA triumvirate. To say that he has been heart, brain, and soul of the institution ever since would be an exaggeration, since in a curious way TVA has a special heart, soul, and brain all its own; but certainly without Lilienthal it would be less today than what it is.
That TVA helped make the atom bomb is known to everybody; the great city plant at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, utterly without existence in 1941 and now one of the most interesting communities in the United States, was of course dependent on TVA power, just as Hanford, Washington, was dependent on Grand Coulee.3 So it was natural for Lilien-thal's name to be considered when the future and peacetime use of atomic energy became a pressing national issue. First he became chairman of the State Department's atomic energy committee and, as such, was largely responsible for drawing up the Acheson-Lilienthal Report, early in 1946. This document became the bedrock of American atomic policy; out of it came the Baruch recommendations to the United Nations. A few months later President Truman created the Atomic Energy Commission of the United States and made Lilienthal its chairman. There is certainly no more important position in the nation, and Mr. Truman could not have made a more appropriate choice.4 Among other tilings the commission is exclusively empowered to supervise and conduct atomic research, to license operations on all fissionable materials, to make atom bombs for the armed forces, to regulate use of all plutonium and uranium in the country, to distribute atomic material for medical or other use, and to control the "dissemination of secret information."
So many Americans become spoiled or destroyed by money, by abuse of the acquisitive instinct. Lilienthal is a poor man, who had two children to educate, but he seems to have absolutely no interest in money as such. He is tall, spare, muscular, industrious, and has a manner at once direct and shy. Long before he took the atom job, he wrote that mankind had a fundamental choice: to use science either for good or evil. A person of deep liberal conviction, he believes that "men can make themselves free," and that "democracy is a literal impossibility without faith that on balance the good in men far outweighs the evil."
3 TVA personnel kept the Oak Ridge secret marvelously well. Almost everywhere else in the country where activity on the bomb was intense, a visitor would hear vague (and quite harmless) whispering; but not in the Tennessee area. The first hint to outsiders that something very big was going on came when newspaper editors in other regions noticed that the Knoxville papers seemed to be getting an abnormally large amount of newsprint                                        .
4 Lilienthars appointment must of course be confirmed by the new benate.